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Minutes
Florida League of Cities, Inc. Annual Conference
August 10-12, 2023
Signia by Hilton Orlando Bonnet Creek, Orlando, Florida
The Florida League of Cities’ Annual Conference was held at the Signia by Hilton Orlando Bonnet Creek in Orlando, Florida, on August 10-12, 2023. There was an attendance of more than 900 delegates and guests, representing approximately 230 municipal governments.
Principal speakers included John Avlon, Author, senior political analyst and anchor at CNN, Margaret Hoover, Host of PBS’ “Firing Line with Margaret Hoover”, Victoria Woodards, National League of Cities President, and Kevin Surace, Silicon Valley Innovator, Entrepreneur.
On Thursday, August 10, delegates began arriving for various workshops and events of the annual conference. In the morning, a “Continuing Education in Ethics” workshop was held. That afternoon, the League’s legislative policy committees conducted meetings. Three workshops, “Cities 101”, “Crisis Communications”, and “What does a City Manager do?” were also held. The FLC Nominating Committee met in the afternoon, as well as the Federal Action Strike Team (FAST). A Speed Networking event was held for first-time attendees. That evening, the President’s Welcome Reception was held for all conference delegates to attend. 

Friday, August 11, began with the first round of concurrent sessions featuring “Local Voices, Local Choices and the Legislative Supermajority”, “Let the Sunshine In: Everything You Need to Know about Form 6 and Comprehensive Financial Disclosures”, and “Staying Protected and Compliant in Today’s World of Cyber Threats”. These were followed by the Opening General Session presided by Jolien Caraballo, FLC President, Vice Mayor, Port St. Lucie. The session welcome address was given by Jeannie Garner, Florida League of Cities Executive Director and CEO. This session also featured a presentation by NLC President Victoria Woodards. Councilmember Holly D. Smith, Sanibel, was announced as the winner of the E. Harris Drew Municipal Official Lifetime Achievement Award. John Avalon and Margaret Hoover, CNN Contributors, were the keynote speakers. 
That afternoon, three additional rounds of concurrent sessions were held. Round two topics were: “Planning for Affordable Housing”, “Respectful Public Service: Identifying Challenges, Solutions and Best Practices”, and “Exploring the Ever-Evolving Grants Landscape”. Round three topics were: “Livability: How to Be the City Your Residents Never Want to Leave” and “Florida’s Property Insurance Market: Education and Preparation”. Round four topics were: “Everybody Wins: How to Make Smart Growth a Reality” and “Not Just Another Acronym: What Florida’s Municipal Leaders Need to Know about PFAS”.
Also, that day, the Advocacy Committee met, and the Florida Black Caucus of Local Elected Officials held a breakfast meeting. The Board of Directors met Friday afternoon, and in the evening a Florida League of Cities Membership Networking Reception was held, and a Young Elected Municipal Officials Dessert Reception was held. 
On Saturday, August 12, several local/regional leagues held breakfast meetings and a session for Youth Councils was held. 
At 9:00 a.m. that morning, President Jolien Caraballo, Vice Mayor, Port St. Lucie, called the Business Session to order and announced that a quorum of delegates was present. Voting delegates were requested to be seated in the designated area. President Caraballo advised delegates that if it were necessary for a Division of the House to be called, an explanation of the system of casting weighted votes would be provided in advance.

The meeting was conducted in accordance with the League’s By-Laws and Robert’s Rule of Order. Each voting delegate was properly registered and received voting credentials and ballots identifying the delegate’s weighted vote. Kraig Conn, the League’s general counsel, served as parliamentarian. 

The first order of business was a motion duly made and seconded to approve the 2022 conference minutes as posted on the League’s website. The motion was adopted.

President Caraballo then recognized the chairs of the League’s five legislative policy committees and thanked them and committee members for their service.

She also recognized the chairs of the Federal Action Strike Team and the Advocacy Committee thanking them for their service. She then announced there was no unfinished business to come before the membership of the Florida League of Cities.

President Caraballo called for a report of the Nominating Committee. Chair Tony Ortiz, Commissioner, Orlando offered the following nominations:

For President: Mayor Greg Ross, Cooper City. President Caraballo called for additional nominations. There being none, Chair Ortiz moved that the nominations be closed, and a unanimous vote be cast for Mayor Ross for president. The motion was duly seconded and adopted without dissent.

For First Vice President: Mayor Michael Blake, Cocoa. President Caraballo called for additional nominations. There being none, Chair Ortiz moved that the nominations be closed, and a unanimous vote be cast for Mayor Blake for first vice president. The motion was duly seconded and adopted without dissent.

For Second Vice President: Councilmember Holly D. Smith, Sanibel. President Caraballo called for additional nominations. There being none, Chair Ortiz moved the nominations be closed, and a unanimous vote be cast for Councilmember Smith for second vice president. The motion was duly seconded and adopted without dissent.
Chair Ortiz then announced the committee’s nominees for the Board of Directors representing the 14 districts were as follows: (1) Mayor J.B. Whitten, Crestview; Mayor Mark Franks, Shalimar; (2) Councilmember Jake Hill, Lake City; Mayor Thomas DeVille, Penney Farms; (3) Mayor Don Burnette, Port Orange; Mayor Bill Partington, Ormond Beach; (4) Councilmember Mindy Gibson, Satellite Beach; Councilmember Sarah Stoeckel, Titusville; (5) Mayor Louie Davis, Waldo; Councilmember Cal Rolfson, Mount Dora; (6) Mayor Nathan Blackwell, St. Cloud; Commissioner Joseph McMullen, Oakland; Commissioner Rosemary Wilsen, Ocoee; (7) Mayor Dorothea Taylor Bogert, Auburndale; Vice Mayor Sam Fite, Bowling Green; (8) Mayor Tyler Payne, Treasure Island; Councilor Trish Springer, Seminole; (9) Councilmember Ed Dodd, Sebastian; (10) Commissioner Brian Williams, Palmetto; (11) Vice Mayor Joanne Ribble, Estero; (12) Councilmember Julia Botel, Riviera Beach; Vice Mayor Kimberly Glas-Castro, Lake Park; Vice Mayor Lawrence Gordon, Haverhill; Councilman Jeff Hmara, Royal Palm Beach; (13) Commissioner Traci L. Callari, Hollywood; Commissioner Todd Drosky, Deerfield Beach; Commissioner Bob Mayersohn, Parkland; Mayor Felicia Brunson, West Park; Commissioner Iris Siple, Pembroke Pines; Councilwoman Susan Starkey, Davie; Commissioner Joy Carter, Coral Springs; (14) Mayor Karyn Cunningham, Palmetto Bay; Mayor Joseph Corradino, Pinecrest; Mayor Rodney Harris, Miami Gardens.
President Caraballo called for additional nominations. There being none, Chair Ortiz moved that the nominations be closed, and a unanimous ballot be cast for the nominees as presented. The motion was duly seconded and adopted without dissent. 

Chair Ortiz then moved the committee’s nominees for the Board of Directors representing the 10 most populous cities: Jacksonville – Vacant; Miami – Vacant; Tampa – Councilman Luis Viera; St. Petersburg – Mayor Kenneth Welch; Orlando – Commissioner Robert Stuart; Hialeah – Councilmember Vivian Cásals-Muñoz; Port St. Lucie – Councilwoman Stephanie Morgan; Tallahassee – Mayor Pro Tem Dianne Williams-Cox; Cape Coral – Mayor John Gunter; Fort Lauderdale – Mayor Dean Trantalis.
President Caraballo called for additional nominations. There being none, Chair Ortiz moved that the nominations be closed, and a unanimous ballot be cast for the nominees as presented. The motion was duly seconded and adopted without dissent. 
Chair Ortiz then announced the By-Laws provide that past presidents serving in office also serve on the Board of Directors and those individuals are: Commissioner Scott Black, Dade City; Mayor Frank C. Ortis, Pembroke Pines; Mayor Joy Cooper, Hallandale Beach; Mayor Pat Bates, Altamonte Springs; Mayor Leo E. Longworth, Bartow; Council Member Isaac Salver, Bay Harbor Islands; Commissioner Tony Ortiz, Orlando; and Vice Mayor Jolien Caraballo, Port St. Lucie (at the end of her presidency).
Also, the League’s policy calls for a non-voting member from the Florida City and County Management Association. This year, Deland City Manager Michael Pleus will serve in that position. 

President Caraballo then thanked Chair Ortiz and the Nominating Committee for their efforts and congratulated the newly appointed Board of Directors of the Florida League of Cities.

There being no comments for the “Good of the Order” and no further business to come before the membership of the League, upon motion, the Business Session was adjourned.
The Second General Session featured Keynote Speaker Kevin Surace, AI Pioneer. At this time, the Defender of Home Rule and Florida Municipal Achievement Awards were presented; the Common Grounds Advocate Award was presented; and the Florida League of Cities President’s End of Year Video was shown.
Following the Second General Session, the League’s past presidents were recognized during a luncheon held in their honor. Past presidents in attendance were Robert “Bo” Donly; Eric Smith; William Evers; Clarence Anthony; Samuel Ferreri; Frank Satchel; Commissioner Scott Black, Dade City; Dottie Reeder; Commissioner Rene Flowers, Pinellas County; Mayor Frank Ortis, Pembroke Pines; Mayor Pat Bates, Altamonte Springs; P.C. Wu; Lori Moseley; Matthew Surrency; Gil Ziffer; Commissioner Tony Ortiz, Orlando; and Phillip Walker. Also, during the luncheon, President Greg Ross was installed, and appropriate recognition was provided.
Following lunch, a workshop “FLC: Your League, Your Services” was available for attendees. The League’s Board of Directors also met that afternoon.
During the Inaugural Celebration that evening, delegates enjoyed dinner and entertainment and the 2023 Annual Conference was adjourned. 
